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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 6, 2009,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning-hour
debate.

—————

BICYCLING BURNS CALORIES, NOT
FOSSIL FUEL

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
I just returned from a 2-day livability
tour, thanks to the courtesy of my col-
league, Congresswoman ALLYSON Y.
SCHWARTZ, a champion of sustain-
ability. I visited her district in Penn-
sylvania, where she represents parts of
Montgomery County and Philadelphia,
where we saw rural landscapes, small
townships, suburban communities,
dense urban areas, open space, aban-
doned industrial land, and an aging but
vital transit system. Together, they il-
lustrated all the challenges that we
face in our efforts to rebuild and renew
America.

I have a special interest in their ini-
tiative for a trail network, where their
vision and hard work was rewarded by
millions of dollars from the Obama ad-
ministration and the economic Recov-
ery Act to help fill in the gaps of an ex-
citing trail expansion for the two-State
region, including New Jersey.

Amidst impressive progress on Mayor
Michael Nutter’s vision to make Phila-
delphia the greenest city in America,
with innovative water projects, cre-
ative private sector efforts in green de-
velopment, township progress on revi-
talization, and important progress in
open space protection, the bicycle ses-
sion stood out. The increase in rider-

ship in Philadelphia was impressive,
and they have undertaken a spectac-
ular program—in all 172 elementary
schools to train young cyclists and pe-
destrians. It certainly got my atten-
tion. But so did the challenges they
face as cycling advocates. It didn’t ap-
pear as though the regional planning
agency, or PennDOT, placed a high pri-
ority on bicycle safety. I hope I'm
wrong, especially since bike fatalities
doubled last year in Philadelphia, but
it would not be unusual if it didn’t cap-
ture a priority. Nationally, bicycle and
pedestrians represent 15 percent of all
traffic fatalities but only 3 percent of
our spending on safety improvements
and education, about one-fifth of the
proportionate share that would be war-
ranted. It’s especially sad, because the
bike and pedestrian victims are more
likely to be children and the elderly,
more vulnerable populations that
should, if anything, command more of
our attention.

The cycling community is doing its
part to change this unfortunate pat-
tern. As part of its effort to raise
awareness, tomorrow in 49 States and
21 nations, there will be Rides of Si-
lence. There will be 274 silent proces-
sions riding no more than 12 miles an
hour to show respect for the families,
friends and neighbors of 700 cyclists
killed last year in America alone and
as a reminder to law enforcement, to
motorists and government officials of
both the dangers to and the opportuni-
ties for cyclists.

You know, it doesn’t have to be this
dangerous. Facilities, awareness, train-
ing and courtesy can all make cycling
safer. I have seen it firsthand. I rep-
resent Portland, Oregon, the unofficial
American cycling capital. We have had
spectacular increases in bike riding.
It’s doubled in the last 10 years alone,
the highest participation in any major
American city, but the rate of injuries
and death was cut in half.

At a time when more and more
Americans want to burn calories, not

fossil fuel like the oil bubbling out in
the Gulf, when they want to fight con-
gestion, obesity and save money cy-
cling, let’s work not just to make it
convenient and fun but safe, especially
for our children.

This is Bicycle Month. On Friday, we
have Bike to Work Day all across
America. Tomorrow, I hope Americans
will join us in respecting the Rides of
Silence to raise awareness for cycling
safety.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPPS). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until 2 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

You alone are the Lord our God, Fa-
ther of all, Who is over all and works
through all and is in all. Each of us has
been endowed with great gifts by You,
Almighty God, and we receive these
gifts according to personal measure.

Let us therefore no longer act as
children, wasting time and playing
games with one another for our own
satisfaction. Allow us not to be tossed
about here and there by every kind of
story and rumor born of human trick-
ery, so skilled in half-truths.

Rather, Lord, hold us to that greater
truth founded on a unified assessment
that will provide common ground upon
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which we can stand together and
achieve lasting security; and as a Na-
tion, give You glory both now and for-
ever. Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. GUTIER-
REZ) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GUTIERREZ led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

BP: BANNED PERMANENTLY

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, the
initials BP used to stand for British
Petroleum. But now it stands for Bury-
ing People—or Burying Precious nat-
ural resources—under a vast sea of oil.
But here’s what BP, a serial abuser of
our safety, our environment, and our
legal system, should really stand for.
BP: Banned Permanently.

Today, I ask my colleagues to end
any and all Federal oil drilling leases
for BP and begin an immediate civil
and criminal investigation to examine
the existing leases under BP. Almost a
month into one of the worst manmade
environmental and economic disasters,
BP has worked harder to minimize pub-
lic understanding than to minimize de-
struction to the Gulf of Mexico.
There’s plenty of finger-pointing from
BP, their $62 billion in profits, and
their multimillion-dollar team of lob-
byists. What BP should hear from us,
the American people, is simple: BP
stands for Banned Permanently.

I urge my colleagues to join me in de-
manding that Interior Secretary
Salazar tell ‘‘Banned Permanently”
they’ve made their last dollar from the
American people.

———

COURAGEOUS NFIB LAWSUIT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I applaud the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business, better
known as NFIB, for standing up for
small businesses in the State of South
Carolina, like OCS Doors of Beaufort,
led by Jay Halloway, and the Sunset
Grill of West Columbia, established by
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Betty Jackson. Employees at small
businesses like these all across Amer-
ica are concerned about the impact of
the job-killing mandates of the govern-
ment health care takeover. The NFIB
estimates the takeover will kill 1.6
million jobs. The NFIB stood up for
small business employees last week
when they joined 20 States, including
South Carolina, in a lawsuit to over-
turn this government monstrosity.
There are health care alternatives that
Congress should consider, like the
SWAP Act, which continues to cover
preexisting conditions but will repeal
the tax hikes and unaffordable man-
dates on individuals and small business
owners.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.

——————

GULF OIL SPILL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, nearly 1
month after the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill began on April 20, oil continues to
flow from the well, poisoning and de-
stroying our water environment. The
rig activities were considered to be a
low-risk drilling exploration. Such a
classification sends chills up my spine,
given the countless riskier drilling
ventures occurring along the coasts of
our great Nation.

While millions of Americans watch
the news and see the destruction of the
gulf coast, the environment, and the
economy of that area, I think of the
thoughtless, baseless, cavalier Repub-
lican energy chant, ‘“‘Drill Baby Drill.”
It echoes in the ears of the American
public and anybody who cares about
the gulf coast of the United States.
“Drill Baby Drill”’ was a simplistic re-
sponse.

We use 25.9 percent of the world’s oil.
We have 2.2 percent of the world’s en-
ergy reserves. You don’t have to be a
math scholar or a Nobel Prize winner
to know that won’t work. You need to
find alternative forms of energy. Use
America’s great research and brain-
power. Harness solar. Harness the wind.
Find new ways to help us with our
problems with energy and not depend
on fossil fuels, not ruin our environ-
ment, and not risk the flora and the
fauna.

Mr. Speaker, we have to find a new
direction to be like America has been
in the past: innovative and creative.

———

CONFRONTING WASHINGTON’S
OUT-OF-CONTROL SPENDING

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we learned
last week that the Federal Government
ran up an $82.7 billion deficit in April.
That’s the largest April deficit in our
Nation’s history. The Federal Govern-
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ment is spending Americans’ tax dol-
lars at a record clip, so it’s no surprise
we’re facing this mountain of debt.

But we can fix this problem. House
Republicans have engaged the Amer-
ican people with an innovative online
tool called YouCut. It’s simple. Each
week, we’re giving Americans an op-
portunity to vote on a slate of waste-
ful, outdated, or duplicative Federal
programs to cut from the budget. The
top vote-getter will be offered up by
Republicans for a vote in the House.

So far, hundreds of thousands of con-
cerned citizens from across the country
have voted on the YouCut Web site and
made it clear they’re tired of Washing-
ton’s one-track spending mentality.
YouCut is a first step toward changing
the culture of always spending and
never saving here in Washington. By
itself, it won’t solve the problem. But
it is engaging our constituents in an
important, larger discussion about
reining in our skyrocketing debt and
out-of-control spending.

——————

MEXICAN MILITARY HELICOPTER
INCURSIONS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, U.S.
Border Patrol agents have spotted yet
another Mexican military helicopter
incursion into Texas. That makes three
times these helicopters have crossed
the border into America this year, that
we know of. On Saturday, another
Mexican military helicopter was in
Texas, hovering near the Roma-Miguel
Aleman International Bridge. Two
other times this year, Mexican heli-
copters were photographed in Starr and
Zapata Counties in Texas.

These military incursions are becom-
ing routine. What are they doing here?
We don’t know. Has our government
protested this violation of inter-
national law? No one is talking. Our
own government seems to be blissfully
silent about these incursions. That’s
why I'm asking Homeland Security
Secretary Napolitano for some an-
swers.

The Federal Government is MIA on
our borders. Our government ought to
spend less time protesting States like
Arizona, trying to protect their citi-
zens from border violence, and start
getting some answers from Mexico
about their military helicopters flying
into the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

PUTTING AMERICANS FIRST

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, on the Joe Scarborough Show,
Richard Haass, Chairman of the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, said China
had been investing in its economy over
the last 10 years while we have been in-
vesting in Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr.
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Haass proudly described himself as an
elitist. Well, it is elitists like him and
the organization he heads who helped
lead to the rush to an unnecessary war
in Iraq, and continues to push military
and civilian spending in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan that we simply cannot af-
ford. These people apparently are not
happy unless we are spending hundreds
of billions in other countries.

Mr. Haass seemingly did not feel
guilty at all when he said China had in-
vested in its economy while we have
blown a couple of trillion dollars in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Well, it’s long
past time for us to bring our troops and
contractors home and start investing
in our own economy. And it is time for
us to start putting Americans first and
stop spending so much money and
sending so many jobs to other coun-
tries.

———————

NO WORD FROM THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT ON THE GULF
COAST OIL SPILL

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, last
week, our committee on Energy and
Commerce, the Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations, held the first
of what is likely to be many hearings
into the events going on in the Gulf of
Mexico. So far, the hearings and inves-
tigation have been decidedly ‘‘asym-
metric.”” My committee demanded and
obtained thousands of pages of docu-
ments and testimony from the four
companies involved in the spill, but
virtually nothing—nothing—from the
administration. In fact, my committee
made no document requests and asked
for no testimony from the administra-
tion.

The Federal role would appear to be
an integral part of this story. We
should have representatives from the
Department of Interior and the Min-
erals Management Service explain why
in March of 2009, in the Initial Explo-
ration Plans for Deepwater Horizon, a
blowout scenario was simply not con-
templated, and why the Department of
Interior did not require a site-specific
oil spill response plan.

We’ve had no word from the Federal
Government and related agencies.
When will the administration begin to
work with Congress, rather than
against Congress and against the
American people?

——

NETWORKS SHOW DOUBLE STAND-
ARD ON SUPREME COURT NOMI-
NEE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
when former President George W. Bush
nominated John Roberts and Samuel
Alito for the Supreme Court, the tele-
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vision networks repeatedly described
them as ‘‘conservative,” and used
terms such as ‘‘bedrock conservative,”
“‘staunch conservative,” and ‘‘ultra-
conservative.” In contrast, the net-
works rarely label President Obama’s
Supreme Court nominee, Elena Kagan,
as ‘“‘liberal,” according to an analysis
by the Media Research Center. In fact,
the networks called Justice Alito ‘‘con-
servative” 10 times more often than
they called Judge Kagan ‘‘liberal”
after their respective nominations, ac-
cording to the MRC.

Perhaps that’s no surprise, consid-
ering the networks’ own political phi-
losophy. These are the same networks
who called Candidate Obama moderate,
even though he had the most liberal
voting record in the entire U.S. Senate.
The networks should give Americans
the facts about Supreme Court nomi-
nees, not practice double standards.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 17, 2010.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 17, 2010 at 12:16 p.m.:

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 2711.

Appointments:

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———
0 1415

ENDANGERED FISH RECOVERY
PROGRAMS IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2010

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2288) to amend Public Law
106-392 to maintain annual base fund-
ing for the Upper Colorado and San
Juan fish recovery programs through
fiscal year 2023, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H3489

H.R. 2288

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Endangered
Fish Recovery Programs Improvement Act of
2010".

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF FISH RECOVERY
PROGRAMS.

Section 3(d)(2) of Public Law 106-392 (114
Stat. 1604 and 1605) is amended by inserting at
the end the following: ‘‘For fiscal years 2012
through 2023, there are hereby authorized to be
appropriated such sums as may be necessary to
provide for the annual base funding for the Re-
covery Implementation Programs above and be-
yond the continued use of power revenues to
fund the operation and maintenance of capital
projects and monitoring.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker,
H.R. 2288, introduced by our colleague
Representative JOHN SALAZAR from
Colorado and seven other colleagues,
would amend Public Law 106-392 to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal years
2012 to 2023 to fund fish recovery pro-
grams in the Upper Colorado and the
San Juan River Basins.

H.R. 2288 will help ensure the contin-
ued delivery of water from Federal
water projects to irrigators and munic-
ipal and industrial contractors
throughout the Upper Colorado River
Basin through fiscal year 2023. More
than 1,500 water projects will continue
to have certainty to move forward,
based on the support and commitments
generated through these recovery pro-
grams.

These recovery programs are nation-
ally recognized examples of diverse
stakeholders coming together to col-
laboratively find solutions without liti-
gation that allow everyone to use the
river systems to promote economic
growth while supporting compliance
with the Endangered Species Act and
the recovery of native fish species
within the Colorado River Basin.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the passage of H.R. 2288, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This measure offers yet another ex-
ample of how the Endangered Species
Act has put a gun to the head of the
West. The unreasonable effect of this
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law is now impoverishing millions of
people across the country. In California
communities, it has devastated the ag-
ricultural sector of our economy, and
it threatens us all with permanent
water shortages, skyrocketing food
prices, and chronic unemployment.

The measure before us today seeks to
spend roughly $40 million through 2023
for research, management, operation,
and maintenance and other annual
noncapital expenditures in order to
keep ESA litigation at bay in the
Upper Colorado and San Juan River
Basins. It’s cosponsored by Representa-
tives of both parties, not because it
will produce a single drop of additional
water for this region but, rather, be-
cause it will forestall additional end-
less ESA lawsuits.

These programs only exist and only
command bipartisan support because
these steps are mandated by the ESA
under threat of the region losing fur-
ther access to its own water. And at
some point, we’re going to have to con-
sider major changes to the ESA before
it further depresses our economy,
strangles our agriculture, and depletes
our Treasury.

Let me offer one of the examples of
changes that I think needs to be made.
The administration is now pursuing
the deliberate destruction of four per-
fectly good hydroelectric dams on the
Klamath River that generate 155
megawatts of the cleanest and cheapest
electricity on the planet at the cost to
ratepayers and taxpayers of nearly $500
million to tear down. This is to restore
fish habitat for a few hundred salmon.
When I visited the region a few weeks
ago, I asked, If the salmon population
was in decline, why don’t we just build
a fish hatchery? The Macaulay fish
hatchery in Juneau, for example, pro-
duces 170 million salmon every year.
And the answer was, We already have a
fish hatchery below the dams at Iron
Gate, but the Endangered Species Act
doesn’t allow us to count the millions
of fish that it produces. This is insane.

In this case, it’s going to cost us $40
million, according to the CBO, on a
program that lacks explicit goals and
is running outrageous overhead—22
percent in one case. Now, let me em-
phasize this: This program doesn’t even
set specific recovery goals, so there’s
no rational way of judging success or
failure either now or in the future. It is
simply a bureaucratic perpetual spend-
ing machine.

The good news is, this program does
include fish hatcheries, but without
any numerical standard for success,
their production becomes irrelevant to
the program. We’re squandering the
earnings of our citizens on bureau-
cratic paperwork and Rube Goldberg
contraptions with no rational standard
for success instead of investing that
money for new water supplies.

This bill continues a folly that our
Nation and our economy can no longer
afford. I realize that many of the sup-
porters feel that this is the path of
least resistance within the current
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legal framework in order to continue
to use the water projects that we’ve al-
ready paid for. Well, that may be the
case. But the path of least resistance is
destroying our economy, bankrupting
our country, and perhaps it’s time we
took the path less well traveled, the
path of common sense.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I
won’t go into any other dialogue other
than to yield, for as much time as he
may consume, to the gentleman from
Colorado, Congressman SALAZAR.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the distinguished chairwoman
of the subcommittee for moving this
important bill forward. I would like to
share with you and my esteemed col-
leagues the importance of the Upper
Colorado River and San Juan River
Basin Endangered Fish Recovery Pro-
gram. This program is a premiere ex-
ample of how to recover endangered
fish species while also providing more
than 3 million acre-feet of water per
year to Federal, tribal, and non-Fed-
eral water projects. It has been cited as
the most successful fish recovery pro-
gram in the United States and is used
as a model for other recovery programs
developed across the country.

Today I am happy to see that the
House is passing H.R. 2288, to ensure
the program can finish the restoration
projects identified for complete suc-
cess. This bill extends the authoriza-
tion of the program until the year 2023.
At that time, the fish species in con-
cern will be fully recovered, and the in-
frastructure will be in place to ensure
continued success. The projects com-
pleted to date on the Upper Colorado
and San Juan River Basins are exam-
ples of outstanding cooperation among
a diverse group of local, State, Federal
Government agencies, environmental
groups, water users, farmers, ranchers,
and utility consumers.

People ask why they’ve never heard
of the recovery program, and that is
because it has been so successful. The
fish identified as being under threat
have been substantially maintained.
This bill is critical for the continued
and final success of the projects nec-
essary for recovery of the endangered
fish.

I would also like to note that when
this program was enacted, it was done
with the understanding that power rev-
enues would be used to pay for the
costs of implementing the two fish re-
covery programs. Due to PAYGO rules,
the legislation now lets the power cus-
tomers only pay a part of the cost of
these programs while national tax-
payers cover the rest. The original pro-
gram was agreed to based upon the un-
derstanding that power customers
would pay for the fish recovery pro-
grams, and I hope that they will work
with the rest of the parties to fulfill
this funding obligation after 2011.

Mr. Speaker, this is a prime example
of how one ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure. It is one of the
most successful recovery programs in
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the entire country, and I want to thank
the chairwoman, and I want to thank

Ranking Member McCLINTOCK for
working with us on this legislation.
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1

thank the gentleman for his kind
words, but I do wonder how he can de-
fine success in a program that has no
standards for success. I also need to
correct him on one other point, and
that is the claim that this will provide
or produce 3 million acre-feet of water.
It does no such thing. All it does is
allow us to continue to use the 3 mil-
lion acre-feet of water that we already
produce and that we have already paid
for without impediments posed by addi-
tional ESA litigation.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. I yield, for as
much time as he may consume, to the
gentleman from Colorado, Congress-
man SALAZAR.

Mr. SALAZAR. I thank the chair-
woman.

I want to remind the ranking mem-
ber that the individual who actually
ran against me who was the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources director,
Greg Walcher, for Colorado was one of
the ones who helped to implement this
program in Colorado, a very strong
supporter. This was done in a bipar-
tisan way, and most recovery programs
are actually starting to be modeled
after the Upper Colorado Fish Recov-
ery Program. This is a way to keep fish
from going on the endangered species
list, and so I am very proud of this pro-
gram.

We do have goals. By the year 2023,
everything should be in place. The in-
frastructure should be in place so that
we can maintain the numbers of the
endangered fish in the Upper Colorado
River and the San Juan.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
readily concede that if you put a gun
to somebody’s head, you can get rea-
sonable people to do unreasonable
things. The ESA is a gun to the head of
the people of the West. It’s time we did
something about that.

No one suggests that there’s not an
important mission for the ESA, but it
has gotten completely out of control.
It has breached all bounds of reason
and logic, and it is time that we visited
that issue rather than continue to
squander tens of millions of dollars on
programs like this, whose sole purpose
is simply to keep that ESA litigation
at bay.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. I will yield 30
seconds to the gentleman from Colo-
rado.

Mr. SALAZAR. I just wanted to
thank the gentleman for joining us
yesterday in Colorado for a specific
water hearing that the gentlelady held
in Greeley, Colorado, a prime example
of how we can all work together to
make sure that agriculture can main-
tain its water rights. So that is why I
am so supportive of this program.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Does the gentle-
lady have any additional speakers?

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. I have no further
requests for time, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker,
Congressman SALAZAR was right. We
met yesterday in Greeley, Colorado,
with a lot of stakeholders of the Colo-
rado River Basin who indicated to us
that their economy is at stake. They
professed to us that the Endangered
Species Act actually helped maintain
the quality of the water in the rivers.
So, to me, that’s a further indication of
how important this particular bill is,
to continue the collaboration of all the
entities who would come to the table,
put their differences aside and quit get-
ting into litigation that is more costly
to the taxpayer.

With that, I request that we support
H.R. 2288.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2288, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

BUFFALO SOLDIERS IN THE
NATIONAL PARKS STUDY ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4491) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a study of al-
ternatives for commemorating and in-
terpreting the role of the Buffalo Sol-
diers in the early years of the National
Parks, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4491

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Buffalo Sol-
diers in the National Parks Study Act’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) In the late 19th century and early 20th
century, African-American troops who came
to be known as the Buffalo Soldiers served in
many critical roles in the western United
States, including protecting some of the first
National Parks.

(2) Based at the Presidio in San Francisco,
Buffalo Soldiers were assigned to Sequoia
and Yosemite National Parks where they pa-
trolled the backcountry, built trails, stopped
poaching, and otherwise served in the roles
later assumed by National Park rangers.
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(3) The public would benefit from having
opportunities to learn more about the Buf-
falo Soldiers in the National Parks and their
contributions to the management of Na-
tional Parks and the legacy of African-Amer-
icans in the post-Civil War era.

(4) As the centennial of the National Park
Service in 2016 approaches, it is an especially
appropriate time to conduct research and in-
crease public awareness of the stewardship
role the Buffalo Soldiers played in the early
years of the National Parks.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
authorize a study to determine the most ef-
fective ways to increase understanding and
public awareness of the critical role that the
Buffalo Soldiers played in the early years of
the National Parks.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall conduct a study of alternatives
for commemorating and interpreting the
role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the early years
of the National Parks.

(b) CONTENTS OF STUDY.—The study shall
include—

(1) a historical assessment, based on exten-
sive research, of the Buffalo Soldiers who
served in National Parks in the years prior
to the establishment of the National Park
Service;

(2) an evaluation of the suitability and fea-
sibility of establishing a national historic
trail commemorating the route traveled by
the Buffalo Soldiers from their post in the
Presidio of San Francisco to Sequoia and Yo-
semite National Parks and to any other Na-
tional Parks where they may have served;

(3) the identification of properties that
could meet criteria for listing in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places or criteria
for designation as National Historic Land-
marks;

(4) an evaluation of appropriate ways to
enhance historical research, education, in-
terpretation, and public awareness of the
story of the Buffalo Soldiers’ stewardship
role in the National Parks, including ways to
link the story to the development of Na-
tional Parks and the story of African-Amer-
ican military service following the Civil
War; and

(5) any other matters that the Secretary of
the Interior deems appropriate for this
study.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
funds are made available for the study, the
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the
Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report containing the study’s findings
and recommendations.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SALAZAR). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
4491, introduced by Representative
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JACKIE SPEIER of California, would au-
thorize the National Park Service to
conduct a special resource study to de-
termine appropriate and feasible ways
to commemorate the African American
cavalrymen known as the Buffalo Sol-
diers and the important role that they
played in the early years of the na-
tional parks. These soldiers played a
critical role in protecting Yosemite
and Sequoia National Parks and served
as the Nation’s first park rangers.

Under the proposed legislation, the
National Park Service would evaluate
alternatives to commemorate and in-
terpret the roles of the Buffalo Sol-
diers. They would also evaluate the
suitability and feasibility of estab-
lishing a national historic trail along
the route used by the Buffalo Soldiers
from their post in the Presidio of San
Francisco to the Sierra Nevada Moun-
tains.

Representative SPEIER is to be com-
mended for her work to highlight this
important chapter in African American
history and in the history of our na-
tional parks.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4491 received broad
bipartisan support in committee, and I
urge its adoption by the House today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, the most
important role of the national parks is
to provide a link to our Nation’s proud
history. I Dbelieve in American
exceptionalism. The story of our Na-
tion is the story of the uniquely Amer-
ican principles enshrined in the Dec-
laration of Independence and how they
shaped and molded what has become
the most successful Republic in the
history of human civilization.

One aspect of that story is exempli-
fied by the Buffalo Soldiers, Americans
of African descent who transcended the
prejudices of the post-Civil War era to
serve as the first peacetime Army units
comprised of African Americans. They
took the heroism and patriotism of the
famous 54th Massachusetts and other
Civil War units and made them into a
proud and permanent fixture within
the American Armed Forces. Their
members included Medal of Honor win-
ner Louis H. Carpenter and Henry O.
Flipper, the first American of African
descent to graduate from West Point.

The Buffalo Soldiers made immeas-
urable contributions to the continental
expansion of our Nation, to the protec-
tion of our first national parks, but
perhaps most important is their im-
mortal contribution to the unification
of our Nation as a free people.

As Shakespeare said, Their story
should the good man teach his son.
This bill would develop a plan to do
precisely that within the national park
system. I urge its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H.R.
4491, the Buffalo Soldiers in the National
Parks Study Act.
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| commend this legislation which directs the
Secretary of the Interior to study the role the
Buffalo Soldiers played in the development of
the National Park System. It is time more in-
formation comes to light regarding the con-
tributions Buffalo Soldiers made to protect our
National Parks until 1914. Few know the story
of how Buffalo Soldiers once patrolled Yosem-
ite, Sequoia and Kings Canyon parks.

As their service has been nearly forgotten,
| praise this legislation which will ensure their
efforts to our Country are remembered. Buf-
falo Soldiers remain an integral element in
founding our National Parks. These American
soldiers carried out mounted patrol duties in
the Western frontier and were among the first
park rangers and backcountry rangers patrol-
ling parts of the West.

Mr. Speaker, the Buffalo soldiers blazed the
trails and paved the way for what we now call
our National Park System. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H. R. 4491,

the Buffalo Soldiers in the National Parks
Study Act.
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I

again urge Members to support the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4491.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK
DISTRICT

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 211) recognizing
the 75th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the East Bay Regional Park
District in California, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 211

Whereas, November 6, 2009, will mark the
75th anniversary of the historic passage of a
ballot measure to create the East Bay Re-
gional Park District (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘District’’) in California’s San
Francisco Bay Area by a convincing ‘‘yes”
vote of a 2% to 1 margin in 1934 during the
height of the Depression;

Whereas with the help of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps, the Works Progress Admin-
istration, and private contractors, the Dis-
trict began putting people to work to estab-
lish the District’s first 3 regional parks—
Tilden, Temescal, and Sibley;

Whereas over the intervening 75 years, the
District has grown to be the largest regional
park agency in the United States with near-
1y 100,000 acres of parklands spread across 65
regional parks and over 1,100 miles of trails
in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties;

Whereas approximately 14,000,000 visitors a
year from throughout the San Francisco Bay
Area and beyond take advantage of the vast
and diverse District parklands and trails;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Whereas the vision of the District is to pre-
serve the priceless heritage of the region’s
natural and cultural resources, open space,
parks, and trails for the future, and to set
aside park areas for enjoyment and healthful
recreation for current and future genera-
tions;

Whereas the mission of the District is to
acquire, develop, manage, and maintain a
high quality, diverse system of inter-
connected parklands that balances public
usage and education programs with the pro-
tection and preservation of the East Bay’s
most spectacular natural and cultural re-
sources;

Whereas an environmental ethic guides the
District in all that it does;

Whereas in 1988, East Bay voters approved
the passage of Measure AA, a $225,000,000
bond to provide 20 years of funding for re-
gional and local park acquisition and devel-
opment projects;

Whereas in 2008, under the strategic leader-
ship of its Board of Directors and General
Manager Pat O’Brien, East Bay voters ap-
proved passage of the historic Measure WW,
a $500,000,000 renewal of the original Measure
AA bond—the largest regional or local park
bond ever passed in the United States; and

Whereas throughout 2009, the District’s
75th Anniversary will be recognized through
special events and programs: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of the East Bay Regional Park
District; and

(2) honors the board members, general
managers, and East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict staff who have dutifully fulfilled the
mission of protecting open space and pro-
viding outdoor recreation opportunities for
generations of families in the East Bay.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a lifelong citizen of
Contra Costa County in the East Bay of
the San Francisco Bay area, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the East Bay Regional
Park District’s steady drive to protect
open spaces, benefiting millions of East
Bay residents over several generations.
The East Bay Regional Park District is
today the largest regional park agency
in the country.

Over the last 75 years, they have pre-
served nearly 100,000 acres of parkland,
established 65 regional parks, and built
over 1,100 miles of trails. Almost every
weekend, I visit the East Bay Regional
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Parks on one of their trails, one of the
regional park systems, to walk with
my family and enjoy the outdoors in
the parks. Generally it is the Briones
Regional Park that is near my home.

I commend the East Bay Regional
Park District and all of the various
board members throughout the last 75
years on not only reaching this mile-
stone, but the vision that they concep-
tualized many, many years ago to pro-
vide this incredible asset to the resi-
dents of the San Francisco Bay area,
specifically to the East Bay of San
Francisco Bay.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion commending the 75th anniversary
of the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict. I want to thank Chairman RA-
HALL, Chairman GRIJALVA, Chair-
woman BORDALLO, and Ranking Mem-
ber BisHOP for their work to bring this
resolution to the floor.

As a resident of this area, and very
often talking to my neighbors and to
people I represent in this area, the
pride that our area has in the East Bay
Regional Parks, the support that the
citizens of this region have given the
park district over the last 75 years is
testament to a well-run system of
parks throughout our area, of rec-
reational facilities, of trails, of support
for families with children, for people
who ride horses, people who ride bikes,
people who run, people who walk, and
accommodating the open spaces and
historical and cultural uses of the
areas within the boundaries of the East
Bay Regional Parks in Alameda and
Contra Costa counties.

I don’t represent this area alone. I
share the representation of the park
district with Congresswoman BARBARA
LEE, Congressman PETE STARK, Con-
gressman JOHN GARAMENDI and Con-
gressman JERRY MCNERNEY, and I
know all of them share the pride that
I do in the East Bay Regional Park
System.

As I stated earlier, the vision that
they have presented to the public and
the support that it has received, and
the cooperation they have received
from farmers, from ranchers, from cit-
ies, from the counties, has just been an
incredible model for other areas that
have to deal with the issues of pre-
serving open space and the competing
uses of that space by various govern-
mental jurisdictions and private land-
owners.

I also want to pay tribute to the
grand old man in implementing this
plan and working with all of the var-
ious landowners and the local jurisdic-
tions and procuring these lands at a
fair price to the taxpayers of our re-
gion, and that is Hewlett Hornbeck,
who for so many years brought about
the implementation of that vision of
the board of directors of the regional
parks.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the East Bay Regional
Park District serves the people of San
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Francisco, and the test of their satis-
faction is the fact that they have con-
tinued to support it with voter-ap-
proved bonds, each vote being a vote of
confidence in its work and each vote
backing that confidence with local
funds.

It used to be that local projects that
benefited local communities were paid
for by those local communities, and
the East Bay Regional Park is an ex-
ample of this bygone era. Today the
Federal Treasury is too often treated
as a grab bag for local projects, lit-
erally robbing St. Petersburg to pay
St. Paul. The success of the East Bay
Regional Park District is a reminder
that the most successful local projects
are those that are paid for with local
funds and superintended by local vot-
ers. It is a reminder that Federalism
works and that we need to return to it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. McCLIN-
TOCK) for his comments, and what he
said is one of the reasons why this park
district has such a high level of support
among its citizens. They voted many
times to tax themselves, knowing this
money was going to be wisely used and
they were going to get a good and a
fair bargain for all parties involved.

At this time, I yield such time as he
may consume to Congressman PETE
STARK, another longtime supporter and
beneficiary of the East Bay Regional
Park system.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished chairman for recog-
nizing me.

The 75th anniversary of the East Bay
Regional Park District really goes
back to the early grassroots days of ac-
tually the Depression, when people in
our district banded together in that
time to organize and tax themselves to
create this district. These parks are
owned by everyone. In the Great De-
pression, they created the district and
the Civilian Conservation Corps, and
the WPA were the initial workers in
these parks.

It would be remiss for me not to rec-
ognize general manager Pat O’Brien,
who has worked so hard to keep these
parks open. In my district, you can
move from the hills of Freemont to the
crown park in Alameda, to the hills be-
hind Oakland and never be beyond
walking distance of these marvelous
parks. So it is a compliment to the
chairman, and I would like to join with
him in recognizing the importance of
our regional park district, and thank-
ing the local people in hopes that oth-
ers may follow suit.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I thank the gentleman, and I yield my-
self 2 minutes.

Congressman STARK mentioned Pat
O’Brien, and I want to thank him be-
cause he has been such a wonderful
manager of this system, along with his
entire staff, and certainly all of the
volunteers who come to the park,
which number in the thousands, all of
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the time to take care of these parks
and make them accessible to the pub-
lic, to host special events. I thank the
magnificent staff, the rangers of the
park system, who live in our commu-
nities and know the people who use the
parks and accommodate them.

It was said at one time, I don’t know
if it is accurate or not, but it was sug-
gested you could get on horseback and
ride for 7 days and never leave the park
and never use the same trails. The park
hosts numerous stables that the pri-
vate sector has outside of the park.
Again, thousands of people a year use
the parks on horseback. It is a great
opportunity for children to be around
horses and see people riding them and
learn about them from their owners.

This is a remarkable community
asset in the midst of one of the most
urban areas in the United States in
terms of density, and clearly highly ap-
preciated by the people. I would hope
that all of my colleagues in Congress
would join us in voting for and sup-
porting the 75th anniversary recogni-
tion of this world class park system of
the East Bay Regional Parks.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Con. Res. 211 to recognize the
75th anniversary of the establishment of the
East Bay Regional Park District in California.

| would also like to thank Representative
GEORGE MILLER for his leadership in intro-
ducing this resolution and for his tireless work
as a representative of California’s 7th Con-
gressional District which neighbors my home,
the 9th Congressional District.

The success of the East Bay Regional
Parks District is rooted in the history of our
own country, and in the belief that during
times of economic and social adversity, invest-
ments in people and environmental preserva-
tion can be instrumental in promoting eco-
nomic recovery while benefiting current and
future generations.

This resolution celebrates the 75th anniver-
sary of the ballot measure to create the East
Bay Regional Parks District, a measure that
passed overwhelmingly during a time of great
economic upheaval in 1934.

With the help of federal public works agen-
cies, and sustained public and private engage-
ment, the Parks District established its first re-
gional parks including Tilden, Sibley, and
Temescal Parks, all in my home District.

Today the East Bay Regional Park District is
the largest local park agency in the United
States and serves a population of 2.5 million
residents along with countless visitors seeking
the unique sights, sounds, and outdoor activi-
ties of the District's parks just a short walk or
drive from the some of the San Francisco Bay
Area’s largest urban centers.

| am so proud of the legacy of the East Bay
Regional Parks District throughout the Cali-
fornia Bay Area and its inspiring illustration of
the need to preserve our recreational and wil-
derness resources across the nation.

| would also like to take a moment to recog-
nize the supporters of the East Bay Regional
Park District, as well as its board members,
general managers, and staff.

Through the hard work of these individuals,
and backed by the unwavering support of local
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residents, the East Bay Regional Park District
remains committed to conserving and expand-
ing park resources for the recreational, edu-
cational, and scenic enjoyment of these open
spaces for generations to come.

With that in mind, | strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and in
doing so, join in honoring the East Bay Re-
gional Parks District during this historic com-
memoration of its past, present, and future in
serving millions of residents and visitors in the
California Bay Area.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in enthusiastic support of House Concurrent
Resolution 211, which honors the board mem-
bers, general managers, and staff of the East
Bay Regional Park District. For 75 years,
these public servants and their predecessors
have admirably preserved the great outdoors
for the Bay Area’s communities and millions of
visitors.

The East Bay Regional Park District has
grown to the largest regional park agency in
the United States, covering nearly 100,000
acres. District employees have admirably pro-
tected the land and native wildlife while pro-
viding invaluable recreational opportunities.
This harmonious interaction is demonstrated
all over the park system. The stewardship of
fisheries allows anglers to catch striped bass,
rainbow trout, and sturgeon. The management
of livestock grazing reduces the threat of fires
and preserves diversity of vegetation. The
conservation of water resources permits swim-
mers to enjoy our lakes and lagoons. The
East Bay Regional Park District also provides
opportunities for archeologists, hikers, sci-
entists, and other recreationalists and stu-
dents.

Bay Area residents recognize that the Park
System has contributed greatly to their living
environment and helped make the region one
of the best places in the country to live. In
1934, 1988, and most recently in 2008, Bay
Area voters extended its funding, maintaining
this natural treasure for the enjoyment of
present and future generations.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
Congressman GEORGE MILLER for introducing
this Resolution and Chairman NICK RAHALL for
his outstanding leadership of the Natural Re-
sources Committee. From the East Bay to the
East Steps of the Capitol, they have been
good stewards to this country’s natural won-
ders.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 211.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

HONORING FLOYD DOMINY

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1327) honoring
the life, achievements, and contribu-
tions of Floyd Dominy.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1327

Whereas Floyd Dominy, a legendary Bu-
reau of Reclamation Commissioner dedicated
to building dams that would supply society
with necessary water and emissions-free
power for living and recreation, passed away
on April 20, 2010, at the age of 100;

Whereas Floyd Dominy was born on a farm
in Hastings, Nebraska, on December 24, 1909,
and graduated from the University of Wyo-
ming in 1933;

Whereas Floyd Dominy acquired critical
war materials, helped resolve food shortages,
and served in the U.S. Naval Reserve during
World War II;

Whereas Floyd Dominy joined the Bureau
of Reclamation in 1946 as a specialist respon-
sible for procedures by which newly irrigated
land on public land could be settled by re-
turning war veterans;

Whereas Floyd Dominy later served as the
Associate Commissioner of the Bureau of
Reclamation before being sworn in as Com-
missioner upon appointment by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower;

Whereas Floyd Dominy served in the same
capacity under Presidents John F. Kennedy,
Lyndon Johnson, and Richard Nixon;

Whereas upon his retirement in 1969, Floyd
Dominy was and continues to be the longest
serving Bureau of Reclamation Commis-
sioner;

Whereas Floyd Dominy, during his tenure
as the Commissioner of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, played a major role in the author-
ization and the construction of numerous
Federal multi-purpose dams and water
projects in the western United States, in-
cluding Glen Canyon, Flaming Gorge, and
Navajo Dams, the Central Arizona Project,
San Luis Unit, and the Trinity Division of
the Central Valley Project;

Whereas many of these projects that Floyd
Dominy played such a role in creating and
constructing continue to be vital to the Na-
tion’s food supply and renewable electricity
generation and attract millions of
recreationalists each year; and

Whereas Floyd Dominy was named one of
the top ten ‘‘Public Works Men of the Year”
in 1966 and was awarded for ‘‘Outstanding
Engineering Achievement in Heavy Con-
struction” in 1974: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the life and accomplishments of
Floyd Dominy, former Bureau of Reclama-
tion Commissioner, for his many contribu-
tions to the Nation’s water and food supply,
recreation, and the environment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker,
House Resolution 1327 was introduced
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by our colleague, Representative ADRI-
AN SMITH, and myself to honor the
passing of Mr. Floyd Dominy, the man
who was responsible for planning, co-
ordinating, and building many of the
Federal water projects that exist in the
entire Western United States today.
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House Resolution 1327 recognizes the
longest-serving commissioner in the
history of the Bureau of Reclamation,
serving Presidents Eisenhower, Ken-
nedy, Johnson and Nixon. Mr. Dominy,
who, until his death, liked to be re-
ferred to as Mr. Commissioner, rose
from the plains of Nebraska to become
one of the most influential water de-
velopers in the world.

The legacy of Mr. Floyd Dominy im-
pacts nearly every person in the 17
Western States. Water for cities and
agriculture and reservoirs for recre-
ation, along with hydropower from Bu-
reau of Reclamation dams, provided
the West with the ability to grow.

The history of the West was built on
the shoulders of men and women who
saw challenges as opportunities. Floyd
Dominy built the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and its engineers into a world-
class organization that helped the West
and the world develop and manage lim-
ited water resources.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the passage of House Resolu-
tion 1327.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution honors
the life, achievements and contribu-
tions of Mr. Floyd Dominy, the long-
est-serving commissioner in the his-
tory of the Bureau of Reclamation.

Our colleague, Congressman ADRIAN
SMITH, has introduced this bipartisan
resolution because Mr. Dominy was a
Nebraskan, having been born on a farm
in the western part of that State. But
while Mr. Dominy hailed from Ne-
braska, his achievements are known
worldwide.

It was that hard scrabble life of eking
out a living on a dry Nebraska farm
that propelled Floyd Dominy into
building the dams and water projects
that have made possible the success of
American agriculture in the western
United States.

During his tenure at the Bureau of
Reclamation, he played a major role in
the authorization and construction of
numerous Federal multi-purpose dams
and water projects in the TUnited
States, including the Glen Canyon Dam
in Arizona, Flaming Gorge Dam in
Utah, the San Luis Unit in Central
California, the Central Arizona Project
and the Trinity Division of the Central
Valley Project in northern California.

To this day, these projects have cre-
ated some of the most productive farm-
land in the world, they have provided
water to a growing population in the
arid West, and they’ve generated clean,
renewable and emissions-free hydro-
power.
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His contributions to the Nation’s
water, power and food supply, its recre-
ation and its environment stand as
monumental examples of how vision-
aries like Mr. Dominy have made this
country the beacon of freedom and op-
portunity and prosperity. This resolu-
tion honors that legacy.

But more than a legacy, it is a lesson
for our Nation. Floyd Dominy stood as
a giant in an era when the central ob-
jective of our Federal water and power
policy was to provide an abundance of
both. The great dams and hydroelectric
projects of that era, of which Floyd
Dominy was a driving force, produced
the water and electricity that made
possible the prosperity of our Nation.

Imagine an era when water and
power was so cheap that many commu-
nities didn’t even bother to measure
the stuff. But in the 1970s, a radical and
retrograde ideology seeped into our
water and power policy. This ideology
rejected abundance as our principal ob-
jective and replaced it with the ration-
ing of shortages that have been caused
by our abandoning abundance as our
principal objective.

The great Dbuilders like Floyd
Dominy were cast aside and forgotten,
even while we continued to rely on the
great public works that they had pro-
duced. We've now lived a generation
under this ideology and the results,
chronic shortages of water and power,
skyrocketing prices for electricity,
withering agriculture and declining
prosperity.

Floyd Dominy is an American hero.
He deserves so much more than a reso-
lution. But, in a sense, he has it. The
great water and hydroelectric projects
that he produced stand as a monument
to his vision and foresight and dedica-
tion. And they stand as a road map for
this Nation when we finally get serious
about dealing with the chronic short-
ages that the current generation of pol-
icymakers has produced.

I'd urge my colleagues to support
this bipartisan measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, in-
deed, Mr. Dominy was a U.S. hero, if
nothing else. He left a great legacy for
the world, not just the United States;
and we’re exceedingly proud. He passed
away 4 months ago at the age of 100
years old plus 4 months. My condo-
lences to his family.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1327.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
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Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

JUVENILE ACCOUNTABILITY
BLOCK GRANTS PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2009

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1514) to amend the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 to reauthorize the juvenile ac-
countability block grants program
through fiscal year 2014.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1514

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Juvenile Ac-
countability Block Grants Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2009,

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF JUVENILE AC-
COUNTABILITY BLOCK GRANTS PRO-
GRAM THROUGH FISCAL YEAR 2014.

Part R of title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C.
3796ee et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 1801A(a), by striking ‘‘section
1810(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 1810(c)’’;

(2) in section 1810(a), by striking 2009
and inserting ‘“2014’; and

(3) in section 1810(b), by inserting ‘‘and
each of the fiscal years 2009 through 2014
after ‘2004,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ROONEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill reauthorizes
the Juvenile Accountability Block
Grant program for an additional 3
years.

I worked with my Republican col-
leagues in 1997 to develop and pass the
legislation that created this important
initiative. This program directs the De-
partment of Justice to make grants to
States and units of local government
to strengthen their juvenile justice
systems.

The program allows funds to be used
for a broad range of purposes that help
reduce juvenile crime, such as estab-
lishing programs to assess the needs of
juvenile offenders in order to facilitate
provision of comprehensive services;
establishing programs to reduce recidi-
vism amongst juveniles; hiring juvenile
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court judges, court-appointed defenders
and advocates; and developing systems
of graduated sanctions for juvenile of-
fenders.

The Juvenile Accountability Block
Grant has been an important part of
the Federal Government’s funding of
juvenile justice programs. When we
worked together on a bipartisan basis
to develop this program, Members rec-
ognized that success in preventing ju-
venile crime and reducing recidivism
by juvenile offenders requires some-
thing other than tough-sounding slo-
gans and sound bites.

When it comes to dealing with issues
of juvenile justice, we’re fortunate that
there is more and more information
available showing that we mneed to
make sure that we approach this prob-
lem based on evidence, and we Know
that that evidence shows what works
and what doesn’t work.

Those studies show that comprehen-
sive prevention and early intervention
programs directed towards youth at
risk of involvement, or those already
involved in the juvenile justice system,
will significantly reduce crime.

For example, we’ve seen in this pro-
gram that this program has funded a
chemical dependency program in Idaho
serving at-risk youth with mental
health issues and substance abuse and
related offenses.

And in Ohio, the program funded a
system of graduated sanctions that
provided alternatives to secure deten-
tion for pre-adjudicated youth.

These are just two examples of how
the program successfully provides juve-
nile justice professionals with alter-
natives they need so that there is not a
one-size-fits-all system of sanctions,
regardless of the needs and situation of
each juvenile.

We extend and strengthen grants to
ensure more accountability for juve-
nile crime, and so we need to make
sure that these principles are kept in
mind, and we do more to help commu-
nities prevent juvenile crime from oc-
curring in the first place.

I am pleased that this program con-
tinues to have bipartisan support. This
bill is cosponsored by the chairman of
the Judiciary Committee, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS);
the ranking member of the Judiciary
Committee, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SwMmITH); and the Crime Sub-
committee ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT).

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 1514, the
Juvenile Accountability Block Grants
Program Reauthorization Act of 2009. I
am encouraged the Judiciary Com-
mittee has devoted its time and re-
sources to such an important piece of
legislation.

This bipartisan legislation is spon-
sored by Crime Subcommittee chair-
man Mr. BOBBY ScOTT. Other notable
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cosponsors include Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman and ranking member
JOHN CONYERS and LAMAR SMITH, and
Crime Subcommittee ranking member
LOUIE GOHMERT.

Crimes committed by children strike
at the very core of our communities.
Our children are the promise of a bet-
ter and brighter tomorrow and hope for
future generations. Reducing juvenile
crimes and improving the juvenile jus-
tice system is a vital step in preserving
and protecting the future of our chil-
dren.

H.R. 1514 amends the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
extend through fiscal year 2014 the au-
thorization of appropriations for the
Juvenile Accountability Block Grant
program.

The goal of the Juvenile Account-
ability Block Grant program is to
equip communities with the financial
resources to reduce juvenile delin-
quency and increase the accountability
of juvenile offenders in the justice sys-
tem. The Juvenile Accountability
Block Grant program awards Federal
block grants to the 50 States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the five U.S. Ter-
ritories, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa and
the Northern Mariana Islands.

Grants from this program have
helped provide communities with re-
storative justice programs, police and
probation partnerships, drug and teen
courts, and other programs which fa-
cilitate the successful re-entry of juve-
nile offenders from custody back into
the community.

In 2009, the Juvenile Accountability
Block Grant program provided local
communities in my home State of
Florida with over $2 million to assist
them in their efforts to make our fami-
lies and neighborhoods safer. These
Federal grants were used to combat
gang violence, curb juvenile drug use,
and provide mediation services to juve-
nile offenders and their victims.

Meeting the challenge of reducing ju-
venile crime extends beyond the tradi-
tional punitive criminal justice sys-
tem. It requires a comprehensive ap-
proach to ensuring that juveniles not
only receive punishment proportional
to their crime, but also receive the sup-
port that they need to get back on the
right track.

The Juvenile Accountability Block
Grant program is an essential tool for
the States and communities across the
Nation. I support the reauthorization
of this program and urge my colleagues
to support this legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for his support.
I urge colleagues to support this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1514.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
O 1500

NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN’S
DAY

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 1325) recog-
nizing National Missing Children’s
Day, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1325

Whereas, May 25, 2010, will be the 28th Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day;

Whereas National Missing Children’s Day
honors the obligation of the United States to
locate and recover missing children by
prompting parents, guardians, and other
trusted adult role models to make child safe-
ty an utmost priority;

Whereas in the United States nearly 800,000
children are reported missing a year, more
than 58,000 children are abducted by non-
family members, and more than 2,000 chil-
dren are reported missing every day;

Whereas efforts of Congress to provide re-
sources, training, and technical assistance
have increased the capabilities of State and
local law enforcement to find children and to
return them home safely;

Whereas the 1979 disappearance of 6-year-
old Etan Patz served as the impetus for the
creation of National Missing Children’s Day,
first proclaimed in 1983; and

Whereas Etan’s photograph was distributed
throughout the United States and appeared
in media globally, and the powerful image
came to represent the anguish of thousands
of searching families: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes National Missing Children’s
Day and encourages all people in the United
States to join together to plan events in
communities across the United States to
raise public awareness of law enforcement
and the issue of missing children and the
need to address the national problem of
missing children;

(2) recognizes that one of the most impor-
tant tools for law enforcement to use in the
case of a missing child is an up-to-date, good
quality photograph of the child and urges all
parents and guardians to follow the impor-
tant precaution of maintaining such a photo-
graph;

(3) recognizes the vital role of law enforce-
ment and the criminal justice system in pre-
venting kidnappings and abduction of chil-
dren while also leading efforts to locate
missing children; and

(4) acknowledges that National Missing
Children’s Day should remind people in the
United States not to forget the children who
are still missing and not to waver in the ef-
forts of law enforcement to reunite such
children with their families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ROONEY) each
will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution recog-
nizes Tuesday, May 25, as National
Missing Children’s Day. We hope this
resolution will continue to raise public
awareness about the problem of miss-
ing and abducted children. I therefore
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
ROONEY) and his colleague from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS) for introducing this res-
olution.

May 25, 1979, was the day that 6-year-
old Etan Patz disappeared from New
York City while he was on his way to
school. The media attention and mas-
sive search efforts that followed his
disappearance focused the Nation’s at-
tention on the problem of child abduc-
tion.

Two years later, in July 1981, 6-year-
old Adam Walsh disappeared from a
Florida shopping mall. His parents,
John and Reve Walsh, turned to law
enforcement to find their son. They
quickly realized that there was no co-
ordinated effort between Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies in the search for their son. And to
make the situation even more difficult,
in 1981, there were no organizations to
assist them in their search.

The momentum for a national move-
ment to keep children safe from preda-
tors and coordinate efforts by law en-
forcement to search for missing chil-
dren began with the disappearance of
these two children. As a result of this
movement, the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children was es-
tablished in 1984. Over the past 25
years, the National Center has assisted
law enforcement with more than 165,000
missing child cases, resulting in the re-
covery of more than 151,000 children.

Although the National Center has
done a remarkable job in helping to
find missing children and raising pub-
lic awareness about the problem of
child abduction and exploitation, the
Department of Justice reports that far
too many children still go missing
every year. We hope that on May 25,
the National Missing Children’s Day,
we hope that on that date everyone’s
thoughts will be with the families who
have missing children and that we will
rededicate our efforts to protecting our
children from predators.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution and reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I support House Resolu-
tion 1325, which I sponsored to recog-
nize National Missing Children’s Day.
This simple but important resolution
recognizes May 25, 2010, as the 28th Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day. The
Federal Government first recognized
this day in 1983, when President Ronald
Reagan proclaimed May 25 as National
Missing Children’s Day.

The National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children tells us that the
proclamation followed a series of high-
profile missing children cases that
drew newspaper headlines across the
country. The first involved the dis-
appearance of Etan Patz from a New
York City street on his way to school
on May 25, 1979. Etan’s father, a profes-
sional photographer, disseminated
black-and-white photographs of Etan
in an effort to find him. The massive
search and media attention that fol-
lowed focused the Nation’s attention
on the problem of child abduction and
the lack of coordinated plans to ad-
dress it.

The second incident was the missing
and murdered child tragedy in Atlanta,
Georgia. During this episode, the bod-
ies of 29 young boys and girls were dis-
covered over a 3-year period in the late
1970s and early 1980s. A suspect was
identified and convicted in 1981, and
now he is serving a life sentence in
prison.

Also in 1981, in my home State of
Florida, 6-year-old Adam Walsh dis-
appeared from a local shopping mall.
His parents, John and Reve Walsh,
turned to law enforcement agencies to
help find their son. To their disappoint-
ment, there was little coordinated ef-
fort among law enforcement officials
to search for Adam on a State or na-
tional level.

These tragedies led to the recogni-
tion of the dearth of coordination
among Federal, State, and local law
enforcement agencies, and the lack of a
national response system to help our
families search for missing children.
Since that time, our country has made
great strides in this area.

National Missing Children’s Day
serves as an annual reminder to the
Nation to renew efforts to reunite
missing children and their families and
make child protection a national pri-
ority. As the resolution notes, National
Missing Children’s Day is a reminder to
all parents and guardians to take and
keep high-quality photographs of their
children for use in case of emergency.
We should also use this day to remind
all Americans of the importance of
paying close attention to the posters
and photographs of missing children.

The resolution also recognizes the
vital role of law enforcement officials
in preventing kidnappings and abduc-
tions of children, while also leading ef-
forts to locate the missing. This resolu-
tion should remind people across the
country not to forget the children that
are still missing and not to waver in
the efforts to reunite these children
with their families.
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I support this resolution and urge my
colleagues to adopt it.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE), a
member of the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as a
former prosecutor and a judge in
Texas, and now the founder and co-
chair, along with my friend JIMm COSTA
from California, of the Congressional
Victims’ Rights Caucus, I rise in strong
support of this resolution which seeks
to honor May 25 as National Missing
Children’s Day.

This day is the anniversary of the
disappearance of 6-year-old Etan Patz.
The momentum that began with the
disappearance of Etan and many chil-
dren that followed him ultimately led
to the national movement that we now
have today.

As my friend from Florida men-
tioned, the other notorious case was
the disappearance of Adam Walsh when
he was 6, when he was with his mother
at a shopping mall and then kidnapped,
and later he was found in the Gulf of
Mexico. His father, John Walsh, be-
cause of the incident that happened
against his son, started the program
“America’s Most Wanted” on tele-
vision that sought to capture criminals
throughout the United States, a pro-
gram that has been very successful.

In 1983, President Reagan proclaimed
May 25 as National Missing Children’s
Day. This day serves as a reminder to
parents to have high-quality photo-
graphs of their kids handy, and a re-
minder to us in Congress that the safe-
ty of those children should be a na-
tional priority of all Members of Con-
gress.

Every year thousands of children are
reported missing. While progress has
been made in linking Federal and State
law enforcement efforts, these numbers
remind us that we must always be vigi-
lant in our efforts to reunite missing
children with their families and, of
course, to step up our prosecution of
those that harm them and to make
child protection a national priority.

I am thankful for the work of the Na-
tional Center for Missing & Exploited
Children. The Center provides a na-
tional hub and clearinghouse of infor-
mation about missing children, and
their efforts have been great, leading
to the capture and prosecution of hun-
dreds of predators and also the recov-
ery of numerous children.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution in honor
of National Missing Children’s Day is
also a timely one. In 2005, we had a
string of notorious kidnappings of chil-
dren throughout the country that were
sexually assaulted and then murdered.
One of those young victims was Jessica
Lunsford, another child from Florida,
who at the age of 9 was asleep in her
own bed in her own room, and she was
kidnapped in the middle of the night by
an individual by the name of John
Couey, a sexual predator from the
State of Georgia. He committed several
crimes against her and eventually bur-
ied that young lady alive.
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Because of her and other children
that year, the Adam Walsh Child Safe-
ty Act was passed by this Congress and
signed into law, an effort to help track
sexual predators when they cross State
lines. Just yesterday, the Supreme
Court of the United States upheld a
provision of the Adam Walsh Child
Safety Act when the Supreme Court
ruled that sex offenders can be held be-
hind bars indefinitely if officials deter-
mine them to be sexually dangerous to
the community.

Mr. Speaker, sexual predators are
among the most dangerous people on
Earth to our children. And by uphold-
ing this ruling, the Supreme Court has
reinforced the role of the Federal Gov-
ernment in protecting children from
those who wish to constantly do them
harm.

I want to thank my friend from Flor-
ida (Mr. ROONEY) for bringing this leg-
islation to the floor, and I urge my col-
leagues to give it their full-hearted
support.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I continue to reserve.

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to yield as much time as he may
consume to the gentleman from my
State of Florida (Mr. MICA).

Mr. MICA. Might I first inquire as to
the remaining time?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 13% minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, first of all, I
want to thank Mr. ROONEY for intro-
ducing this resolution. I urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution. I
thank you for remembering today the
missing children’s law that was passed
some 28 years ago.

It’s hard to believe time passes by,
and sometimes some of the details of
how laws or important changes in our
legal system and our approach to
issues 1like missing children, how
things happen. I thought it would be
good to come out to the floor this
afternoon, and I again thank you for
paying attention to the missing chil-
dren law. Again, hard to believe that
it’s almost three decades since it’s
passed. I heard some of the speakers
speak about the law, and I think it’s
important as we remember today, as
we recognize the missing children’s law
and this anniversary, how it all came
about.

If you are here long enough in Con-
gress, you find that certain people get
dedicated to a proposition or to an ef-
fort or a cause and they spearhead that
cause. In 1981, I had the great honor to
be selected as chief of staff for United
States Senator Paula Hawkins. She
was probably the first woman elected
to the United States Senate in her own
right. She had no husband or family
ties. She was just popularly elected to
the U.S. Senate. She had a different set
of agendas, and it was wonderful to
work with her and learn from her. I
knew her as a very determined woman
who shook up the Public Service Com-
mission. Everything she got ahold of
she went after sort of like one of those
pit bull dogs.
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As chief of staff, I remember calls
from a gentleman by the name of John
Walsh, who had lost his son, and he and
his wife Reve were very distraught try-
ing to find that child. Senator Hawkins
became aware of their plight, and she
took ahold of that issue and their
search for their lost missing son,
Adam, and she never stopped. I heard
other references to children that were
lost or murdered before that, but I can
tell you, there would not be today or
not have been in 1982 a law passed re-
lating to missing children if it weren’t
for Senator Hawkins.

I distinctly remember one policy
meeting we had with the newly elected
Senator, and she had some interesting
advisers. One is well known, a national
adviser, Charlie Black, a good friend of
mine. Another one is a friend and polit-
ical consultant many of you have heard
of, Dick Morris. We were in a meeting
room in her Senate office in the dis-
trict in Winter Park, Florida, after
Adam was missing, and John and Mrs.
Walsh had asked the Senator to help
find their son.

And they sat in this policy meeting,
and at the time they talked about na-
tional issues, Social Security, national
defense, and what the Senator’s prior-
ities should be. And I will never forget
at that meeting, Senator Hawkins
interjected after each national issue at
that time was brought up, ‘““And we
have to do something about missing
children.” Time and time again she
brought it up, and she never stopped
after that until she passed the law. She
guided it through the Senate, through
this body, and made it become law be-
cause of her determination to make
certain, and I remember her saying
this, and I want this in the RECORD, ‘‘If
we can find a missing refrigerator or
we can find a missing automobile, why
shouldn’t we be able to have a law that
helped us find missing children?”’

And so